APPENDIX A

QUALIFICATIONS FOR TYPES OF APPOINTED CASES

TRACK ASSIGNMENT/ TIER II 

Includes hourly appointments to life & multiple-defendant cases (except murder & sexual crimes)

Attorneys appointed to track assignment as lead counsel must exhibit proficiency and commitment to provide quality representation to defendants and must:

1. Have at least one year experience in criminal litigation;

2. Have at least one felony jury trial tried to completion as either first or second chair;

3. Have been lead counsel in at least five preliminary hearings and/or misdemeanor trials;

4. Have demonstrated to the court and the OAC the ability to timely investigate, prepare, and competently present a case to the court or jury; and

5. Be available to prepare and try cases on a timely basis.  

HOURLY CAPITAL 

Attorneys appointed as lead counsel in a capital case where the State of Nevada is seeking a death sentence, must exhibit proficiency and commitment to providing quality representation to defendants in death penalty cases and must:

          1.   Be Nevada Supreme Court Rule 250 compliant;

2. Have acted as lead counsel in at least five felony trials, including one murder trial tried to completion (i.e., to a verdict or a hung jury);

3. Have acted as defense co-counsel in at least one death penalty trial tried to completion; 

4. Have been licensed to practice law for at least three years; and

5. Participate, at least every two years, in continuing legal education courses relating to death penalty defense/mitigation.  

Attorneys appointed to second chair in a capital case shall exhibit proficiency and commitment to providing quality representation to defendants in death penalty cases.

Individual exceptions to these qualifications may be made by the IDSAC and OAC


HOURLY LIFE CASES/ TIER I 

Non-capital murder, sexual assault/lewdness, and highly complex life cases 

Attorneys appointed as lead counsel in murder, sexual assault/lewdness cases, and other complex life cases, must exhibit proficiency and commitment to providing quality representation to defendants and must:

1. Have acted as lead counsel in at least five felony trials;

2. Have been licensed to practice law for at least three years;

3. Have significant experience in Clark County with felony cases from appointment in Justice Court to District Court jury trial and sentencing; and

4. Be familiar with substantive criminal law and criminal procedure and its application in the courts of Nevada and stay abreast of changes and developments in the law by remaining compliant with continuing legal education requirements.

HOURLY CAPITAL APPEAL/ HABEAS 

Attorneys appointed as lead counsel to represent a defendant sentenced to death in a direct appeal or in post-conviction proceedings, must exhibit proficiency and commitment to provide quality representation to defendants and must:

1. Be Nevada Supreme Court Rule 250 compliant;

2. Have at least three years of experience in criminal litigation;

3. Have acted as lead counsel in at least two appeals or post conviction proceedings of felony convictions; and 

4. Have on at least two occasions filed briefs and/or argued in the Nevada Supreme Court, Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals or the United States Supreme Court.

HOURLY APPEAL/ HABEAS 

Attorneys appointed as lead counsel in a non-death penalty direct appeal or post conviction proceeding, must exhibit proficiency and commitment to provide quality representation to defendants and must:

1. Have at least two years of experience in criminal litigation;

2. Have acted as lead counsel in at least one appeal or post conviction proceeding of a felony and/or gross misdemeanor conviction; and 

3. Have on at least one occasion filed briefs and/or argued in the Nevada Supreme Court, Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals or the United States Supreme Court.

4. Individual exceptions to these qualifications may be made by the IDSAC and OAC.

Individual exceptions to these qualifications may be made by the IDSAC and OAC

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY TRACK 

Includes hourly multiple-juvenile cases 

Attorneys appointed as lead counsel in juvenile delinquency cases must exhibit proficiency and commitment to provide quality representation to defendants and must:

1. Have at least one year of experience in criminal and/or juvenile delinquency litigation;

2. Have at least one felony jury trial tried to completion as either first or second chair;

3. Have full understanding and familiarity of NRS Title 5 – Juvenile Justice; and

4. Have a minimum of four CLE credits annually in juvenile delinquency issues.

PARENTAL TERMINATION
Abuse and neglect cases

Attorneys appointed as lead counsel in a parental termination case must exhibit proficiency and commitment to provide quality representation to defendants and must:

1. Have at least one year of experience in parental termination cases; and

2. Have a minimum of three CLE credits annually in parental termination issues.

Individual exceptions to these qualifications may be made by the IDSAC and OAC

ALL ATTORNEYS IN THE CLARK COUNTY IDP 


SHALL BE GUIDED BY NEVADA SUPREME COURT ORDER ADKT 411, 


OR AS THE SAME MAY BE AMENDED.
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